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A47 North Tuddenham to Easton

APPENDIX 9

Correspondence with_ and meeting notes, visit by
Royal Forestry Society. 16 August 2021, and with Norfolk Gardens

Trust, August 2021

Key to Abbreviations: RFS Royal Forestry Society

NGT Norfolk Gardens Trust

No Name of writer Position Organisation Date
1 Major-Gen. Sir William 20 Aug 2021
Cubitt
2 Mr Andrew and Mrs Karin 22 Aug 2021
Norman-Butler
3 Ms Sally Watts Chair, East RFS 21 Aug 2021
Anglian Region
4 Sir James Scott Bt (National) RFS 20 Aug 2021
President
5 Mr Christopher Williams Chief RFS 20 Aug 2021
Executive
6 Mr Ben Swayne Aug
2021
7 Mr Neil Foster 23 Aug 2021
8 Rev Matthew Hutton DL 25 Aug 2021
9 Mr T R E Cook Aug 2021
10 Sir Richard Jewson., KCVO, 20 Aug 2021
JP
11 Mr Andrew Falcon Director New Woods Foresty 31 Aug 2021
Ltd
12 Mr Ken Williams Planning NGT 25 Aug 2021
Officer
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Patren: HM The Queen R P S & ‘g %4
ROYAL FORESTRY SOCIETY :

Honingham
Norwich
Norfolk

INBPIRING PASBION AND EXCELLENGE IN WOBDLAND MANAGEMENT

20" August 2021

Dear Anthony

| wanted to thank you for hesting the weodland meeting at- yesterday. Your warmth and
generosity helped everyone feel at ease. | could see everyone was spellbound by your charm,
energy and in some cases your ingenuity, which truly made it a day to remember. | think it was just
what we all needed after the last 18 months, dealing with Covid and other challenges.

| noted you have allowed more public access te the estate to help local people cope with the
lockdown and the pandemic. I'm sure this was appreciated by those lucky enough to be within easy
reach of your beautiful woods.

Your woods are clearly being managed superbly under your skill and wisdem, and from the
comments of some revered foresters present, are exemplars of good practice.

You mentioned that the estate is under threat from road-widening adjacent to the estate. | eannot
comment on the relative merits of the scheme being proposed, but this is clearly a cause of some
concern. Given the value of the woeds you manage, in their own right and te share with ethers and
demonstrate best practice, | would hope alternatives to this scheme could be found which weuld
remove or at least reduce the inevitable impacts.

Please feel free to pass on this letter to those managing this road seheme as | would like to effer my
support to you in seeking to aveid any impact on

Thank you again for being a perfect host for our visit. | look forward to seeing you again in due
course.

With best wishes,

Christopher Williams
Chief Executive

The Hay Barns, Home Farm Drive, Upton Estate, | Web: wwwrlu org uk Coempany Reg: No. 530607
Barbury, OxfardshiFe, OX15 6HU \ A chialitable cortibaty ‘ Gharity Rea: No. 308093



Mr Ben Swayne
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Higham
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk
Honingham
Norwich

Thank you so much for such an interesting an enjoyable day on Thursday with the RFS looking round your
wonderful woods. Not having visited on the previous occasion, | knew we were in for a special day but
nonetheless was amazed at the quality of the trees and particularly their speed of growth. It just goes to show
that quality timber can be produced in East Anglia notwithstanding the lack of rainfall if there is the will and

expertise of the owner. Your particular hands-on management must be almost unique and the results are there
for all to see.

We were all very distressed on your behalf to hear of Highways England’s plans for the dualling of the A47 and
its potentially dramatic impact on Berry Hall. The current alignment produces plenty of noise already, but at least
your and your father’s carefully and judiciously sited plantations and shelterbelts have done much to help to
reduce the noise and largely blot out lights too.

While accepting that the dualling has to happen to improve that section of a key route from East to West, what
you explained to us all regarding the current proposals, the large area of land required and particularly the
“dumbbell” double roundabout at the road junction, would be hugely damaging. It would open up the whole of
that section of the Tud Valley. The impact on your property would be enormous both in terms of noise and light
once it was completed, but totally intolerable for the duration of the construction period. However much was
done in terms of bunding and new tree planting, | would go so far as to suggest that it would destroy the
amenities of Berry Hall and make it a very undesirable place in which to live.

It would seem that Highways England has not taken into account any landscape designations nor the listing of
Berry Hall and its curtilage in coming up with its current proposals. Itis also clear that by moving the alignment a
few hundred metres to the north on to a rather uninspiring landscape, all this damage to your property and its
wider landscape setting could be avoided. In my view, it would be an act of environmental vandalism if this
scheme were allowed to go forward in its current form and should be resisted totally.

I hope that you will be able to persuade the likes of English Heritage, (however difficult it is for them to object to
another government agency’s proposals), CPRE and other local interested bodies and individuals to give you
the support you need to get Highways England to change its plans. Good luck!
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LEXHAM HALL ESTATE

ESTATE OFFICE, LEXHAM HALL,
Nr. LITCHAM, KING’S LYNN,
NORFOLK PE32 2Q]

Tel:
Fax:

- Email: office@lexhamestate.co.uk

Honingham
Norwich

23" August 2021

Dear A’wﬂ:u

Royali Forestry Society Meeting — 19 August 2021

Thank you so much for hosting a visit of the Royal Forestry Society last Thursday. You arranged a
very special programme and your hard work, and that of two previous generations, has resulted in a
high standard of silviculture and iandscape renewal — a lesson to us all! it has been a privilege to visit
and watch the progress of your woods over the last 50+ years. The next generation can look forward
to inheriting some very beautiful woods and shelter belts and to marketing some extremely valuable
oak. The future challenge will be regeneration in the face of deer and squirrel damage.

I was interested to see how well your Pin Oaks have grown. | am not having much success in an
equally wet area. It is sad that Peter Goodwin is no longer with us as he would have so enjoyed
walking through your grove of hybrid walnuts.

Shelter belts are notoriously difficult to establish but yours are a great success in shielding the
beautiful Tud Valley from the noise and sight of the A47. We all need good communications but the
proposal by Highways England for the future dualling and an enormous roundabout adjacent to the
listed house and park seem to be insensitive and too high a price to pay for “progress”. Looking at a
map, the area to the north appears to be open farmland and it should not be too difficult to design a
small realignment of the proposed road to avoid damaging the woodlands, the listed landscape and

the Tud Valley.
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TRADING AS:-

W R B FOSTER & PARTNERS VAT Reg No. 283 5283 41 Partners: N'W D Foster, A C Foster, V R Foster
COATFERN LIMITED VAT Reg No. 688 3493 75 Directors: N W D Foster, R F Foster, A C Foster

LEXHAM FARMING PARTNERSHIP VAT Reg No. 244 7996 58 Partners: Trustees of the Lexham Estate Settlement, V R Foster



NORWICH

NORFOLK -

Telephone (Home) ice):

25th August 2021

Honingham
Norwich
NR9 5AX

By email:‘w

Proposed Dualling of A47

| was very impressed to visit your Woodlands a third time with the Royal Forestry
Society East Anglia Division on Thursday 19 August. Your late grandfather who bought
the Estate in 1947 and your late father, Dick, whom | well remember would both be
enormously proud of what you have achieved there, by dint of sheer hard work and
vision. As the owner of nearby Hockering Wood | can well say that this is one of the
jewels in the crown of Norfolk Forestry.

| was dismayed to hear from you of the current proposals in connection with the
dualling of the A47, which would mean compulsory acquisition of some 7 acres to the
north of your 126-acre Estate. Of this, some 3 acres would be lost forever, with 4
acres taken out of agricultural production for a period of years before being returned
to you. Regardless of what compensation you might receive, this would represent an
unacceptable intrusion into what has been recognised nationally as [an Area of
Outstanding Historical and Natural Interest]. It would interfere with the protection
afforded by the shelter belts which you have lovingly established - and indeed
constitute a threat to the listed crinkly cranky wall at the north of the kitchen garden,
quite apart from the overall detriment to the listed Hall and the Estate in general.

| understand that you are making vigorous representations against the proposal and |
would like you to add this letter to your collection. The proposal is all the more
regrettable, as | understand that there is a possibly better alternative site to the north
of the A47.

Rev Matthew Hutton DL
Senior Partner, RD Hutton & Partners




GATELEYHILL
GATELEY
NORFOLK

Honingham,
Norwich,
NORFOLK,

20", August, 2021.

Dear Mr. Meynell,

Thank you for a most interesting and informative Royal Forestry Society visit tr_

-woodlands yesterday. Not only do they demonstrate top quality forestry, they also have
a considerable beneficial impact on the broader landscape and the wildlife that thrives in
them.

I was most alarmed to hear that there is a plan to destroy part of your northern tree belt on
the south side of the A47 to make way for the Norwich Western Bypass junction. These
trees are not only ecologically valuable, they form an important focal point in the landscape.
I understand that a small move of the proposed highway line to the north onto insignificant
arable land of no ccological consequence would avoid the desecration of these trees.

As a forester, ecologist and conservator, I fully support your contention that the new
highway plan should be modified to avoid the destruction of these important trees.

Yours sincerelv.

T.R.E. Cook.
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31" August, 2021

Dear Anthony,

Royal Forestry Society visit t-S“‘ August, 2021.

Thankyou very much indeed for putting on such a stimulating visit t0 your woods a fortnight ago, it
was both educational and amusing, cleverly crafted by an engaging host.

As you know, | owe much of my four decades of career in forestry to the patient TUTOTage of your

inspirational father, after he drummed home his
management in those woods, all those years ago. Observing how you have diligently pro
management prescriptions and maintained his exceptionally high standards throughout the woods,

confirms that he would be exceedingly proud of your efforts.

The Berry Hall woods are a unique example of perfectio
profitable, biodiverse, beautiful and have, since cCOoVID,

there can be no doubt that your woods
met increasing frustration searching
ractical experience, | would suggest
the current aspirations, than in four

In this time of aspirational, large scale woodland creation,
offer a great deal as an educational resource. As one who has
for an assistant forester from university graduates with zero p

that more could be learnt In a week a.vhh relevance 10




Norfolk Gardens
Trust

Dear Mr Maynell 25 August 2021

_ Effect of Proposed A47 Dualling

Thank you for your enquiry regarding the position of the Norfolk Gardens Trust (NGT) in
respect of the effect of the proposed dualling scheme on l.

NGT is the primary body concerned with the conservation and enhancement of
outstanding gardens and landscapes in Norfolk. The Trust is consulted, via the Gardens
Trust national body, on development proposals likely to affect gardens and parklands
which have been formally designated by Historic England in the Register of Historic Parks
and Gardens of special historic interest.

s grounds are not formally registered. However, there are many examples of
parks and gardens which are are not registered but are nevertheless of significant historic
and/or landscape interest. In national planning policy these are termed non-designated
heritage assets. In many cases, NGT is not consulted on development proposals affecting
these places but is able to make representations on such cases.

The grounds of- are extensive and provide the immediate setting for the Grade
Il listed Hall. They include lawns extending towards the River Tud and eastwards towards
Berry Lane. There are more enclosed and screened gardens to the north and west of the
Hall. In my view the significance of these grounds, both in their own right and in
contributing to the Hall’s setting, is sufficient for them to be considered a non-designated
heritage asset. The Cultural Heritage assessment prepared by Highways England explains
that existing planting currently helps to mitigate the noise and visual effects of the existing
A47 on the Hall and its grounds.

While there would be no direct physical effect on - the proposed dualling
scheme would have a significant effect on its surroundings. The proposed new junction to
the north of the Hall would make the new road more prominent in that part of its setting.
Work areas and a concrete batching plant would also be sited near the gardens. Although
the Highways England Cultural Assets assessment refers to proposed additional planting,
it is not clear that the harm to the -and its grounds would be effectively mitigated.

The NGT was not consulted by Highways England on this scheme. Had there been
consultation | consider that the Trust would have lodged an objection in respect of the
effect on

Yours Sincerely
Keri Williams (Mr)

Planning Officer
Norfolk Gardens Trust





